
As we bring the 2023-2024 school year to a close, I want to thank you all for your help and support
to make this school year successful. Serving as an over�ow campus, we welcomed over 1,000
students through our doors this school year! Our staff has worked hard to ensure that each child
received a quality education and we are proud of how much our students have grown. Please



continue working with your child over the summer. Encourage them to read, read, read! It will make
all the difference for them when they return in August. I wish you all a safe and happy summer!

To our 5th graders, good luck in 6th grade!

I look forward to seeing all of our Merlins back in August!!

May 6-10 is Teacher Appreciation Week. McNeill PTO has provided the list below as suggestions
based on their theme for 2024 Teacher Appreciation Week. You are welcome to use these
suggestions or come up with your own way of showing your appreciation should you choose.
Participation is optional.

Lamar CISD is among the fastest-growing school districts in Texas, and student enrollment
continues to climb As a result of the growing student population we placed enrollment caps on



several campuses during the last two years.
To keep up with our growth, we frequently build and open new schools while reviewing and
monitoring enrollment. After careful consideration and planning, we are pleased to announce that
for the 2024-2025 school year, we are removing the cap on student enrollment for the following
campuses:

Bentley ES
Hubenak ES
Huggins ES
Lindsey ES
Morgan ES
Tamarron ES
George Ranch HS

We anticipate increased accessibility to our schools when we remove the cap. However, we
understand that some of our families have grown accustomed to the over�ow campuses.
Therefore, we want to clarify the options available for families impacted by the cap and over�ow
process.
If your student will be in 5th grade for the 2024-2025 school year and is attending an over�ow
campus, you can either continue with your student attending the over�ow campus for the
upcoming school year or have your student attend their home/zoned campus by completing the
Legacy Provision Application. It is important to note that if you choose to keep your students at
the over�ow campus, you are responsible for their transportation to and from school.

This option is ONLY available to students who will be in 5th grade for the 2024-2025 school year. It
does NOT apply to any siblings of that student.

We will send impacted parents a link to the Legacy Provision Application or you may obtain a copy
from the Front O�ce at your child’s campus. This application must be completed by Friday, May
17, 2024 and returned to Transfers@LCISD.org. Click HERE to access the Legacy Provision
Application.

We understand that this decision may present challenges for some families, and we are committed
to providing support and assistance wherever possible. If you have any questions or concerns
regarding enrollment, please contact Transfers@LCISD.org.

mailto:Transfers@LCISD.org
https://www.lcisd.org/docs/default-source/2023-long-library/lpara2024.pdf
mailto:Transfers@LCISD.org
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https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/662929a2991b4acf84039ce3




PTO BOARD NOMINATIONS FORM

We need your help! If available please click the links below to volunteer for end of year events.
Please click the links below to sign up. Thank you in advance for your help!

FIELD DAY

TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK

HOUSE PARTY

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScLBLQ5wBLNNUMjLilFCYa_1hPkWKmKxYAUJbkwAJeLGBtbPQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080B4DA5AD2AA5FF2-49206724-mcneill#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080B4DA5AD2AA5FF2-49298706-teacher#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080B4DA5AD2AA5FF2-49299386-mayhouse


Additional information will be sent home by your child's teacher.



Kindergarten Celebration RSVP Link - Due by 5/10

https://forms.gle/ctgup3MgN3M2cXff9


Additional information will be sent home by your child's teacher.

5th Grade Ceremony RSVP Link - Due by 5/15

https://forms.gle/p4DhZ7tJstNrFrYp8






Hard copies of report cards will go home Thursday, May 23rd. The report card will also be
uploaded to Skyward.

If you need help with Family Access, please contact our secretary, Mindy Gonzalez, at
mgonzalez06@lcisd.org.

How to view progress reports and report cards in Family Access.pdf

Download
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Time has �own by this school year! And once again, Lamar CISD has been declared the fastest-
growing school district in the Houston area. At the start of the 2024-2025 school year, we are

mailto:mgonzalez06@lcisd.org
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/662a406fd0a1bc9996e912c6


looking forward to opening four new campuses including Willie Melton Sr. Elementary, Bernard
Clifton Terrell Elementary, Viola Gilmore Randle Elementary Schools, and James Steenbergen
Middle School.

Since we only have a few months left before summer, we want to ensure our families have plenty
of time to plan for the upcoming school year.

The 2024-2025 Instructional Calendar was updated to re�ect more planning time for our teachers,
and we now have two separate calendars for students and staff. It's important to note that these
changes do not impact any of the holidays or breaks from the original version.

Our four-tier bus system remains the same and this design will continue to support our more than
50 campuses stretched across 385 square miles, so that we can better serve our families and
staff. While there are no changes to school hours, we have added our three newest elementary
campuses to the latest �yer.

DOWNLOAD 2024-2025 STUDENT INSTRUCTIONAL CALENDAR

VISIT WEBSITE FOR CALENDARS

https://files.constantcontact.com/b66b4806701/1daace2a-4520-4e4f-ba6b-48bbbf41b96e.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.lcisd.org/students-parents/calendars


DOWNLOAD SCHOOL HOURS

VISIT WEBSITE FOR SCHOOL HOURS

Lamar CISD was recently named a hypergrowth district, which requires signi�cant planning to
ensure our schools remain a great place to learn, and our students get the best education
available. For the 2024-2025 school year, and in alignment with our mission to remain a destination

https://files.constantcontact.com/b66b4806701/d29e8e3f-4c26-4a61-85fa-2f502597cc90.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.lcisd.org/students-parents/school-hours


District, Lamar CISD is moving from Smart Tag to Tyler Technologies Versatrans My Stop ™ (My
Stop).

This change will require all parents/guardians to complete a Transportation Form. We are
requesting this form to be �lled out for all current and new students including bus riders, car riders,
bike riders, and/or walkers.

It’s especially important that students who ride the bus complete this Transportation Form so they
can receive bus services at the start of the school year.

The new transportation software will provide a smoother experience for our drivers, which
increases the safety of our students. Additionally, My Stop will provide a parent portal, student
rider onboarding, and student rider location.

To plan accordingly for your student, please review a list of important dates below:
Sunday, August 4: Deadline to submit Transportation Form for students who want to receive
bus transportation on the �rst day of school (Monday, August 12).
Monday, August 5 – Wednesday, August 21: During this time, if families �ll out the
Transportation Form requesting bus transportation for a student, the student will start
receiving bus transportation on Monday, August 26.
Thursday, August 22 and beyond: During this time, if families �ll out the Transportation Form
requesting bus transportation for a student, the student will start receiving bus transportation
�ve school days after the form is submitted.

DOWNLOAD INSTRUCTIONS TO ACCESS TRANSPORTATION
FORM

VISIT TRANSPORTATION WEBSITE

Report cards for the 4th 9 weeks will be available on Thursday, May 23rd. Please check your
Skyward Family Access account to view this document.

If you need help with Family Access, please contact our secretary, Mindy Gonzalez at
mgonzalez06@lcisd.org.

How to view report cards in Family Access.pdf

Download

https://files.constantcontact.com/b66b4806701/c7c15af9-bb9d-4cbc-a894-d339b8d642d5.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/b66b4806701/c7c15af9-bb9d-4cbc-a894-d339b8d642d5.pdf?rdr=true
mailto:ehernandez@lcisd.org
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/661ec3450be8d64d972e6764
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/661ec3450be8d64d972e6764


297.3 KB

Our CTE Department is excited to offer a STEM-Tastic Summer camp opportunity to your current
5th and 6th graders this June! Please see the attached �yers for more information.

REV STEMtastic Summer Camp 2024-04.pdf

Download
821.7 KB

2024 LCISD STEMTastic Summer Camp Registration Form REV1.pdf

Download
253.9 KB

Lamar CISD Family Access Summer Program Registrations (002) pdf

https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/661ec3450be8d64d972e6764
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/661ec3450be8d64d972e6764
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Our clubs are underway. It is important that parents pick up or drop off students on time. We
appreciate your support! Below you will �nd a list of clubs, meeting dates, and sponsor name(s).
Please reach out to the club sponsor with any questions.

Club Name
NEHS Meeting - Mondays

May Date(s) - 5/13
Sponsor(s) - Ms. Patterson & Mr. Jones

Men in the Making - Wednesdays
May Date(s): 5/8
Sponsor - Mr. Jones

Lego Club - Thursdays
May Date(s): 5/2, 5/9
Sponsor - Ms. Kirkpatrick

MCA - Fridays
May Date(s): 5/3, 5/10
Sponsor - Mr. Yoon

May Dress Down Days
Our May dress down day(s) will be held on the following date(s):
Friday, May 10th: Totally Tie Dye (Students Pay $1)

https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/661ec4c0565cd7141280d4d7
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/661ec4c0565cd7141280d4d7


May Spirit Nights

Our May Spirit Night(s) will be held on the following dates:
Friday, May 10th: Chuck E Cheese





School doors open at 7:15 a.m. with students entering classrooms at 7:30 a.m. and instruction
beginning promptly at 7:45 a.m. There is minimal tra�c with drop off between 7:15 a.m. - 7:30 a.m.
Please keep this in mind when planning your day.

The front parking lot/area (located in the front of the school) is designated for staff arrival and bus
drop off from 7:15 a.m. - 7:45 a.m. There are no car drop-offs in the front during this time. It is
important that parents adhere to this policy so that staff and students arriving can arrive to school
in a safe manner.

We have a staff member positioned at the end of the driveway to ensure that staff and buses can
enter the front drive. Please be courteous and respectful of our staff out front as they are there to
help with morning arrival.

Parents can park along the street and walk their child to the main entrance. If doing so, please
b th f ll i



Follow the posted speed limits while in the school zone.
Do not make a U-Turn in the middle of the street.
Street parking regulations in Texas: 15 feet away from a �re hydrant / 20 feet away from
crosswalk at an intersection / 30 feet away from stop signs.
Double parking is not allowed so please do not drop your student off in the middle of the road.
Either pull to the curb or come through the back drive to be greeted by our friendly safety
patrol students.

Spring Book Festival Information Sheet ENG and SP 23-24.pdf

Download
1.8 MB

School attendance is a critical aspect of a student's academic journey. Regular attendance helps
students acquire knowledge and plays a signi�cant role in their overall development. Students
develop a sense of responsibility, discipline, and punctuality by attending school regularly. They
learn to manage their time effectively and prioritize their tasks, preparing them for future
challenges. School attendance is crucial for a student's academic and life success.

Let’s work together to ensure that our Merlins attend school regularly and on time.

original Bringing Attendance Home_ Parent Video

https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/65b7fa03ecddb79379bedead


McNeill PTO Membership Sign-up
JOIN McNeill Elementary PTO TODAY!! 
McNeill Elementary PTO is a vital part of the school community bringing together 
parents, teachers, administrators, and students.  We provide an excellent opportunity 
for parents to meet one another, get comfortable with the school and its staff, and 
support each other’s common goals.  Plus, we have a lot of fun in the process!  

MEMBERSHIP IS ONLY $10!!
Each year our PTO funds social events, tools for education, student programs, school 
supplies, etc. We also provide much needed extras to enhance our student’s overall 
school experience.  The PTO can only accomplish all of these things with your help, so 
please join us today and become involved.

If you would like to make a donation to the PTO we welcome your support.  If you are 
making a donation, please make checks payable to “McNeill Elementary PTO”.  
All donations are tax deductible.

If you are interested in volunteering in Lamar CISD for the 2023-2024 please complete the volunteer
background check application found here https://www.lcisd.org/community/volunteers
This background check will allow you to serve on campus in a variety of capacities with both
students and teachers.
We appreciate your help in keeping our campus and students safe. Thank you for volunteering in
Lamar CISD!

https://www.lcisd.org/community/volunteers


Please see the reminders below regarding our lunch visitors and procedures.

Lunch visitors will be welcomed daily during. Lunchroom visitors are limited to TWO visitors per
child per day.

As a large campus, our space is very limited, and we must be creative with how we safely
accommodate lunch visitors for parents who would like to eat with their children. There will be one
lunch table and the lounge area designated for visitors. Please be sure to sit in these areas only.

Visitors may eat ONLY with their child. Visitors may not provide food for children who are not their
own or interact with them.

Visitors must sign in at the front o�ce with a government issued identi�cation card or a passport
to receive a pass. After the scheduled lunch time, parents must leave the building.

Parents are highly discouraged from dropping off lunches or having lunch delivery services at
school. The constant deliveries are a disruption to the instructional environment. Students should
bring easy to open items with them daily for lunch and snacks to minimize contact. No nut-based
snacks for the classrooms.

McNeill Lunch Schedule (1).pdf

Download
151.7 KB

The Lamar CISD Elementary Handbook has been approved by the LCISD board and is now posted
with updated changes. Please follow this link to review:
https://www.lcisd.org/departments/academics/elementary-education

HIGHLIGHTS
Technology Devices
Personal Technology Lamar CISD believes that appropriate use of students’ technology devices
enhances our students’ education. Students may be asked to bring their own device to school.
This includes but is not limited to: cell phones, smart phones, iPods, iPads, electronic tablets, and
laptop computers. Students may use devices in class at the teacher’s discretion. Students must
follow teacher, campus, and district rules and guidelines for use.
(Campus Guideline: All electronic devices must remain in the student's backpack turned off during
the instructional day unless the teacher allows the student to use the device for an assignment.)

Vapes / e-cigarettes
During the last Texas Legislative session, a law was passed making it illegal for a student to be in
possession of a vape / e cigarette at school events or on campus If a student is found in

https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/64c930921ab99550ee79c67d
https://www.lcisd.org/departments/academics/elementary-education


possession of such items violating the district code of conduct, there is a mandatory placement at
ALC. (Page 113 Elementary Student Handbook)

Possession Of Prohibited Items Students shall not possess or use:
(For a complete list of prohibited items see page 99 of the LCISD Elementary Handbook)

�reworks of any kind, smoke or stink bombs, or any other pyrotechnic device
razor, box cutter, chain, or any other object used in a way that threatens or in�icts bodily injury
to another person
“look-alike” weapon
air gun or BB gun, �rearm, stun gun
a pocketknife or any other small knife
mace or pepper spray

(Parents, please discuss this with your child and check your student's backpacks or pockets every
periodically. Students have shared that on the weekends they go �shing or hunting where they use
a pocket knife. We simply do not want a pocket knife left in a pocket or back pack from a fun
weekend trip inadvertently. If you look on page 113, there's mandatory placement to ALC if these
items are brought on campus.)

Compulsory Attendance Law
Excused Absences for Compulsory Attendance
State law allows exemptions to the compulsory attendance requirements for several types of
absences if the student makes up all work. The District shall excuse a student from attending
school for the following purposes:

Religious holy days
Required court appearances
Activities related to obtaining United States citizenship
Health-Care Appointments*
For students in the conservatorship (custody) of the state
TAPS at Military Funeral
Parent, Stepparent, or Legal Guardian who is an active-duty member of the uniformed services
leaves for active duty
Personal Illness**
Death/Funeral of an Immediate Family Member
Quarantine Absences for a student who is required to quarantine will be excused with written
documentation from a medical physician or the school nurse.

*Documented health-care appointments for the student or a child of the student, including
absences related to autism services shall be excused, if the student returns to school on the same
day of the appointment and brings a note from the health-care provider. A consultation over the
phone or via video (telemedicine) is considered an appointment with a health care professional.
However, an appointment with a school nurse does not count as an appointment with a health care
professional.

**When a student is absent from school due to personal illness, the student upon return, or within
5 days of returning to school, must submit a note signed by a parent giving the date(s) and
describing the reason for the absence.

U d Ab



If an absence does not meet the criteria for an excused absence, the absence will be considered
unexcused for attendance accounting purposes. Examples of unexcused absences includes, but
are not limited to the following:

Any absence without required documentation.
Family trips/vacations, reunions, weddings, parent business trips.
Non-school sponsored activities.
Private lesson or tutoring.
Religious retreats, camps, mission trips, and individual rites other than a religious holy day.
Non-enrollment days – These are days that a student is not in school due to transferring to
another LCISD campus or alternative placement.

ABSENT NOTES:
Parent notes may be sent by email but must come from a parent’s veri�ed email account. The note
or email must be sent to the campus attendance clerk. Excuse notes turned in after 5 days are
subject to approval by the campus principal. An excessive number of absences will be referred to
the Campus Attendance Review Committee (ARC). If a student is absent 5 consecutive school
days or more, a doctor’s note is required within 5 days of the student’s return to school for the
absence to be excused.

MAKE-UP WORK:
It is critical for students to work with teachers when they return from an absent from school so
that assignments can be completed.

The LCISD Board of Trustees approved the Parent Standards of Conduct on August 1, 2023.

Parent Standards of Conduct - 08.01.23.pdf

Download
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Parent Standards of Conduct - Spanish - 08.01.23.pdf

Download
145.5 KB

https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/64de53bb3a74a7423d2cd73d
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/64de53c45bb6ec3928695de1


Parents,
Please help to ensure that your child is in dress code everyday. Outside of dress down days,
students are expected to adhere to our campus dress code. Thank you in advance for your help.

Collared (polo style, no logo) solid color tops in red, white, navy blue and yellow. Bottoms may be
in solid color khaki, navy blue or blue denim jeans, slacks shorts, skirts, or jumpers. McNeill spirit
shirts may also be worn.

Clari�cations:
Students are required to wear their ID's daily.
On PTO Free and Pay dress down days students must follow the LCISD dress code policy.

To ensure the safety of our students, we ask that you please follow the procedures listed below to
help the car rider line remain safe and move quickly.

1. The car rider line is a CELL PHONE FREE ZONE.
2. Dismissal will begin promptly at 3:10.
3. Parents will hang their car rider signs on the rearview mirror.
4. A teacher will assign you a number as you enter the car rider line.
5. You will pull forward to your designated number indicated on the sidewalk to your right.
6. Do not stop when you see your child walking. A Safety Patrol student or teacher will assist your
child with entering the car.
7 Please do not get out of your vehicle for any reason



8. Once your child is in your vehicle, you must remain in the car rider line. Do not go around the
cars in front of you to exit the car line.
9. If your child is not at the designated number provided, you will be asked to move forward and
park in a designated parking spot. A staff member will go to the gym and walk your child to your
vehicle.
10. Please be patient and drive slowly.

On inclement weather days, we will implement our Rainy Day Dismissal procedures to ensure all
students get home safely. All dismissal procedures will remain the same for car riders, bus riders,
daycare, and YMCA students. Please note the changes below for walkers and bikers in the event of
a Rainy Day Dismissal.

Walkers & Bikers
Students will report to the library and sit by grade level.
After the bus and day car buses have departed, parents of walkers/bikers may make their way
to the front of the school.
Parents will be asked to sign their child out with one of the staff members in the front foyers.
Students will be released from the library to the parent after they have been signed out.



In the event you would like to change your child's transportation method, please contact the front
o�ce before 2:15 pm. Thank you in advance for your understanding as student safety is our top
priority.

If you take your child out of school before dismissal time, you will need to report to the o�ce to
sign him/her out. Your child will stay in the classroom until you arrive. If it necessary for someone
other than the parent/guardian pick up your child, that person must be signed, dated note with the
child. The person picking up your child must show photo identi�cation to the o�ce staff.
Accumulated time of early pick-ups is calculated by minutes in lost instruction time. Request to
check out your child must be done prior to 2:15 pm.

Any changes in the normal transportation of your child must be stated in writing with a
parent/guardian signature. We ask for everyone's help in not making changes frequently. However,
we understand that in rare cases, unexpected changes will need to happen. These can be called in
to the front o�ce by 2:15 pm. We are not able to process changes after 2:15 pm. This includes
parents that come to the campus without prior notice to pick up their child. Any change in
transportation arrangements for any student requires a note to the teacher. Make sure you write
your child's �rst and last name, teacher's name and indicate the date(s) for the change and how the
child is going to go home. We ask that the parents not email the change since there maybe times
that a teacher is not in attendance or does not have a chance to read their email.

Please note on early release days the latest you can pick up is 11:00 am!

Parents and other visitors / volunteers are welcome to visit district schools. For the safety of
those within the school and to avoid disruption of instructional time, all visitors / volunteers must
�rst report to the main o�ce, sign in as a visitor / volunteer, present a valid State issued ID, and
wear a visitor’s / volunteer's badge. To better protect our students, visitors and staff, all LCISD
campuses screen for registered sex offenders. A valid State issued ID is required to enter all
campuses.

(New Requirement: Badges must be worn on the upper torso / chest area in clear view)





Every month Mcneill students will practice a safety drill along with a �re drill. Drills are not
announced so we can practice them in case we are presented with a situation to activate one in
real time. Teachers reviewed the procedures for these drills with their students during the �rst
week of school. These drills have not changed from last year to this year.

McNeill is sharing the below information about the district and your child’s campus with you as
part of its obligations under the federal Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015 (ESSA).
Federal Report Cards for the state, the district, and each of the district’s campuses are now
available on the district’s website at this link:
https://www.lcisd.org/departments/academics/raa/performance-reports-and-legal-postings or are
also available on the Texas Education Agency’s website at: https://tea.texas.gov/�nance-and-
grants/grants/essa-program/federal-report-card. A detailed description of these reports is
enclosed.

https://www.lcisd.org/departments/academics/raa/performance-reports-and-legal-postings
https://tea.texas.gov/finance-and-grants/grants/essa-program/federal-report-card


If you have di�culty accessing the information from the website, hard copies of the reports can be
requested from the district or campus o�ce. If you have questions about the information, please
contact McNeill Elementary at 832-223-2800 or the Lamar CISD Research, Assessment, &
Accountability O�ce at 832-223-0136.

Federal Report.pdf
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2023-24-instructional (1).pdf
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MAY
May 2: 4th Grade Fieldtrip/Lego Club/Talent Show Rehearsals
May 3: Field Day/MCA
May 6-10: Teacher Appreciation Week
May 6: NEHS Induction
May 7: PTO Meeting @ 6:30 PM
May 8: National School Nurse's Day/Men in the Making /Talent Show Rehearsals
May 9: Lego Club/Talent Show Rehearsals
May 10: Career Fair/PTO Dress Down Day - Tie Dye (Students Pay $1)/MCA /PTO Spirit Night
@ Chuck E Cheese
May 13: NEHS Meeting
May 14: Medical Detectives Club Fieldtrip
May 15: Talent Show Rehearsals
May 16: Yearbook Signing Party (During Specials)/Talent Show Rehearsals
May 17: Kindergarten Celebration/Talent Show @ 5PM
May 21: 5th Grade Celebration
May 22: Wear Your House Colors/5th Grade End-of-Year Fieldtrip
May 23: Last Day of School/Free Dress/Class Parties & Awards/Early Release @ 11:45
AM/Report Cards Go Home

https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/65b7f89224f789ef8da60055
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/64db8dd5901d69b1db472386


McNeill Elementary

Email: jearine.jordan@lcisd.org
Website: https://www.lcisd.org/campuses/mcneill/home
Location: 7300 S. Mason Rd., Richmond, TX 77407
Phone: (832) 223-2800
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/McNeillMerlins

McNeill Elementary
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