
MASTER PLAN 
PRINCIPLES



WHAT ARE MASTER 
PLAN PRINCIPLES?

Master Plan Principles outline the 

District’s concepts and visions for 

our campuses.



CURRENT MASTER PLAN PRINCIPLES

▪ Elementary schools 750 maximum

▪ Middle schools (6) 750 maximum

▪ Junior high schools (7-8) 1,400 maximum

▪ High schools 2,000 maximum

To maximize enrollment at all campuses:



6th GRADE
CONCEPT 

HISTORY



6TH GRADE CONCEPT HISTORY

The 6th grade concept has been a 

part of Lamar CISD intermittently 

since 1969.

Since 1988, Lamar CISD has 

consistently utilized 6th grade only 

middle schools for students.
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT

6th grade only campuses have 

remained constant for 32 straight years.

However, the Master Plan Principles 

were not created until 1994.

Over the last 26 years, the Master Plan 

Principles have remained almost 

unchanged.



COMMUNITY PLAN FOR SCHOOLS

More than four years of study and 

recommendations by Lamar CISD 

parents, staff and community 

members went into the formation 

of the 1994 bond package. 

The process included building walk-

throughs, parent surveys and 

community meetings. 



COMMUNITY PLAN FOR SCHOOLS

The result was a plan that 

addressed not only facility needs, 

but related issues such as standard 

grade configurations for 

elementary schools and 

established two middle 

school/junior high/high school 

“complexes” to share resources 

more effectively. 



MASTER PLAN PRINCIPLES 1994

In June 1994, 

the Board 

approved the 

first Lamar CISD 

Master Plan 

Principles.

Master Plan Principles 
Adopted June 1994 

 

1. To embrace the neighborhood school concept for all elementary 
students who reside in LCISD. 

 
2. To house grades PK-5 in all elementary school to ensure parents 

and students that they can enjoy six years of attending school on 
the same campus. 

 
3. To maximize enrollment at all campuses 
◆ Elementary schools up to 750 
◆ Junior highs up to 1400 
◆ High schools up to 2000 
 
4. To reflect the ethnic balance of the school district in grades 6 – 

12. 
 
5. To locate schools with grades 6 – 12 in the same general area. 
 
6. To minimize the alteration of high school zones. 
 

7. To provide adequate space for school/community-based 
education programs.  

 



MASTER PLAN PRINCIPLES 2003

In 2003, the Master Plan Principles 

were reviewed as a result of the 

rapid and projected growth in 

Lamar CISD. The School Board 

brought forward recommendations 

to adjust the junior high grade 

configuration to 6-8 and increase 

the capacity of high schools to 

2,300 students. 



MASTER PLAN PRINCIPLES 2003

This notice 

seeking public 

input was shared 

with all Lamar 

CISD parents 

regarding the 

proposed 

changes.



MASTER PLAN PRINCIPLES 2003

Following community input, the 

Board did not move forward with 

recommendations to adjust 

campus enrollments, due to a lack 

of community support. 



MASTER PLAN PRINCIPLES 2003

In March of 

2003, the Board 

made minor 

adjustments to 

the Master Plan 

Principles.



MASTER PLAN PRINCIPLES REVIEW

Since 2003, the Lamar CISD School 

Board has reviewed the Master 

Plan Principles at a Regular Board 

Meeting, prior to every Citizens’ 

Bond Advisory Committee process 

and publicly called bond election. 



MASTER PLAN PRINCIPLES REVIEW

This has occurred in: 

2003, 2006, 2011, 2014, 2017 and 2020.  



MASTER PLAN PRINCIPLES

This District has consistently received 

positive feedback for our Master Plan 

Principles, which align with our 

philosophy that smaller campuses 

lead to more opportunities and 

greater participation for our students.



MASTER PLAN 
PRINCIPLES


